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Preparing Graduates for Life After College





Apartment Hunting Questionnaire

Date: _______________________

Address of Apartment:

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

City: __________________  State: ________________    Zip Code: __________________

Apartment Number: ________________

Landlord contact information:

Name of Landlord: ________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________

Email: __________________________________________

Fax: __________________________________

Name of person showing you apartment: _______________________________________________

General 
THINGS TO DO

↻   Measure the doorway to find out if your stuff will fit in there

↻   Open and close the windows; do they stick? Lock securely?

↻   Check to see if all the doors close as they should

↻   Try the locks. Find out if they have been changed or re-keyed since the last tenant. Ask if you can have this done.

↻   Check to see if the thermostat works properly

↻   Check to see if the heater works properly

↻   Check to see if the air-conditioner works properly

↻   Check to see if the walls have holes, dents marks, or cracks

↻   Check to see if all of the blinds open and close

↻   Check to see if the window screens are intact

↻   Check to see if all the drawers open and close

↻   Check to see if all the switches work

↻   Check all the lights 

↻   Check out your cell phone's reception from inside the apartment.

↻   Number and location of telephone, electrical, internet, and cable TV outlets
↻   Sit down and go over terms that were discussed in the phone call and the minimum length of the lease.

↻   Make sure you see the actual apartment not just a model apartment

TAKE NOTE

↻   Open the windows in each apartment and give a listen to the sounds outside

↻   What kind of view is there out of the windows? Does your apartment look right into another apartment or business?
↻   Is the paint peeling anywhere?

↻   Is the carpet stained?

↻   Are there stains on the ceiling?

↻   Do the walls have holes, dents marks, or cracks?
↻   Do you smell mold or mildew? Are there any strange smells?

↻   Do you see any evidence of bugs or rodents?

↻   What condition is the hallway in?

↻   Is the place large enough to fit all of your furniture? How much closet space is there?

↻   Are there elevators?

↻   Will you hate dragging groceries up three flights of stairs?

↻   Is it enjoyable and comfortable?

↻   Is affordable? 

ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Are pets allowed? Is there an extra deposit required?

↻   What costs are the responsibility of the tenant(s)?
↻   Is pest extermination an additional expense or a service provided by the building management?

↻   Aside from me, who will have keys to my place?

↻    Has anyone ever been evicted from the building?

↻   When was the apartment last renovated?

↻   Will the apartment be painted before I move in?

↻   Can I paint or make other changes to the apartment?

↻   Has anyone in the building reported sightings of cockroaches or rats?

↻   Is recycling offered?

↻   What are the average utility costs for heating or cooling?

↻   Is the heat gas, electric, or oil?

↻   Is the asking rent comparable to similar units?

↻   Can you take in a roommate at a later date?

↻   Can room dividers and shelves be added, or can other alterations be made to the space?

↻   Is the deposit refundable if you choose not to take the space or are turned down at a later date by the landlord?

↻   Is a security deposit required? If so, how much? Is last month's rent required?

↻   How long is the lease?

↻   Is there an onsite manager?

Additional Notes 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Bathroom

THINGS TO DO

↻   Flush the toilet to make sure the water is running properly (and that it isn't brown).
↻   Run the water in all the faucets, check the pressure and determine if the water is hot

↻   Run the water in the shower, check the pressure and determine if the water is hot
↻   Look for leaks and water damage on the ceilings and floors. Look under the sinks.

TAKE NOTE

↻   Overall cleanliness/maintenance

↻   Do you smell mold or mildew?
ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Age of the Plumbing
Additional Notes on the Bathroom

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Bedroom

THINGS TO DO

↻   Measure the doorway

↻   Measure the closet space

TAKE NOTE

↻   Location of closets

↻   Is there enough closet space for one or more people?

↻   Is the place large enough to fit all of your furniture?

ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Can room dividers and shelves be added, or can other alterations be made to the space?

Additional Notes on the Bedroom

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Kitchen

THINGS TO DO

↻   Run the water in all the faucets; check the pressure and determine if the water is hot

↻   Check to see if all the kitchen appliances work

↻   Check all of the knobs on the stove 

↻   Look for leaks and water damage on the ceilings and floors. Look under the sinks.

TAKE NOTE

↻   Is there sufficient cabinet and counter space?

↻   Overall cleanliness/maintenance

↻   Do you smell mold or mildew?
ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   What major appliances (refrigerator, stove, dishwasher) are included?

↻   What kind of stove is it, electric or gas?
Additional Notes on the Kitchen

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Amenities

THINGS TO DO

↻   Find out if the apartment offers and tour: 
↻   Swimming pool?

↻   Exercise room?

↻   Tennis courts?

↻   Car wash area?

↻   Cookout area?

↻   Community center?

↻   Long-term locked storage area?

↻   Balcony/Patio/Yard?

↻   Fire place?

↻   Roof access?
↻   Security system (doorman, intercom, etc.)?

↻   On-site laundry? 

TAKE NOTE

↻   What do the common areas look like? Are they clean and maintained? 

↻   Does the apartment have a washing machine and dryer or is there a communal laundry room?
↻   What kind of shape is the laundry room in?

↻   Are there enough washers and dryers in the laundry room?

ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Is the apartment air-conditioned?

Additional Notes on the Amenities

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Safety and Security
THINGS TO DO

↻   Check to see what security features are available: 

↻   Knob locks, chain, deadbolt locks or peephole on the door
↻   Alarm system

↻   A doorman at the entryway

↻   24-hour security patrols

↻   A locking mailbox


↻   Security cameras for car and personal safety


  ↻   An intercom system
↻   Check the doors and window locks. Deadbolt locks provide the best security. The unit should have more than one locking system.

↻   Check fire safety (working smoke detectors, fire extinguishers/fire escapes).

↻   Talk with prospective neighbors. Do they feel safe?
TAKE NOTE

↻    Are security bars or screens provided if it is a ground floor or basement unit?

↻   Do trees, weeds or bushes obscure doors and windows?

↻   Are curtains, shades or blinds provided?
↻   Are the entryways, sidewalks and parking areas clean and well lit? Are they visible from the street? 

↻   Are exterior doors kept locked? 

↻   Are the residents’ names (first and/or last) printed on the mailboxes? 

↻   Tune in to the surroundings -- is there a lot of traffic or neighbor noise, or any strange smells? 
↻   How close is the building to high traffic, well-traveled areas?

↻   Near a police station?
↻   Do you feel safe?

ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Aside from me, who will have keys to my place?

↻   Have the locks been changed since the last tenant moved out?

↻   Are doors to the laundry room kept locked? Are residents given keys?

↻   Does the apartment complex provide security services such as patrol or escort services? 

↻   Is there a  published policy about issuing and replacing keys? 

↻   Ask about the turnover rate of residents. A high turnover rate may indicate problems with the area, unit or landlord. 

↻   Is there a security system in the building?

↻   Does the building have a doorman or buzzer system for guests and deliveries?
Additional Notes on Safety and Security

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Noise

THINGS TO DO

↻   Open the windows in each room and give a listen to sounds outside
↻   Take a moment to listen for noise from other neighbors in each room
TAKE NOTE

↻   What kind of traffic noise is there?

↻   Can you hear activity in other apartments?
ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Have any of the neighbors been citied for noise violations

Additional Notes on Noise

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Parking
THINGS TO DO

↻   Visit the apartment’s designated parking lot and space, if applicable

↻   Check the availability of street parking, especially during hours you’ll normally need parking. 

TAKE NOTE

↻   How far is your parking space from your apartment?

↻   Are they covered or at least reserved?

↻   Are the lots and surrounding streets free of abandoned cars? 

↻   Is parking usually available close to your door? 

↻   Is the area well lit? Especially at night and on weekends?
ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Is there parking available? Where?

↻   How many spaces are allocated to each apartment?

↻   Are parking rules enforced?

↻   Are there penalties for parking in another tenants' space?

↻   Are any special stickers or decals required for parking?

↻   Are garage rentals available?

↻   What is the policy for guest parking?

Additional Notes on Parking

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Maintenance
THINGS TO DO

↻   Talk with prospective neighbors. Ask them about the maintenance service.
TAKE NOTE

↻   Is the prospective landlord or property manager friendly and responsive to your questions?

↻   Does he or she appear to be someone whom you will be comfortable entering into a contract with?
ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Is pest extermination an additional expense or a service provided by the building management?
↻   What kind of maintenance is included?

↻   Snow removal?

↻   Lawn mowing?

↻   Trash removal?

↻   What happens if you get locked out of your apartment?

↻   Is there someone on premises who can do minor repairs, such as fixing a leak, repairing a dishwasher, or

       checking an electrical outlet? If not, is one available by phone?

↻   Will I be charged for repairs, or are they included in the rent?

Additional Notes on Maintenance

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Area / Location
THINGS TO DO

↻    Check out proximity of nearest subway, train, and/or bus routes nearby

↻   Call the local police and ask about the rate and types of crimes in the neighborhood.
TAKE NOTE

↻   How far away from work?


- Too far: could make commute a hell


- Too close: stress of given to much work or not separating yourself from work

↻   How close is the 24-hour convenience store, laundromat, supermarket, or bank?

↻   Is there public transportation nearby?

↻   What is the area like at night?

↻   Are the streets in disrepair or dirty?

↻   Do all the windows have bars on them?

↻   Do the other people in the area make you nervous?

↻   Are the other residence around your age?

↻   Do you feel safe?
ASK THE LANDLORD

↻   Is public transportation expanding into the area if it is not already there?

↻   Is the neighborhood in decline?

↻   Are people and businesses moving in or out of the area?
Additional Notes on Area / Location

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________




